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PSALM Cxxxvii. Ver. 5, 6. | 


If I forget thee, O Jeruſalem, let my Right 
Hand forget her Cunning : 

If 1 do not remember thee, let my Tongue 
cleave to the Roof of my Mouth; if I pre- 
fer not Jeruſalem above my chief Joy. 


Rr LECTION upon paſt Enjoy ment; 
dend«s only to the Aggravation of preſent 
1; Sufferings : And yet, I know not how, 
the Mind of Man is ever fondly diſpoſed 
do draw the painful Parallel betwixt the 
Happineſs which he once poſſeſſed, and the Miſery 
which he now feels. This was the Caſe of the Cap- 
tive 1/raelites, as it is pathetically deſcribed in the 
Pſalm before us. By the Rivers of Babylon, ſays the 
« Divine Poet, there we fat down; yea we wept, 
« when we remembered Zion. We hanged our Harps 
« upon the Willows, which grew in the midſt thereof.“ 
As the Soul in Affliction is apt to dwell upon every Cir- 
cumſtance which heightens the Sorrow, he here repre- 
ſents his Harp, that ſacred Inſtrument devoted to his 
God, now laid aſide, ſilent and neglected: For © how 
«© indeed could he ſing the Lord's Song in a ſtrange 
Land?“ Oppreſſion and Servitude throw a Damp up- 
on every nobler Faculty : No wonder then the facred 
A 2 Muſician 
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Muſician could ill exert the heavenly Harmony under 
the diſpiriting Preſſure of a foreign Tyranny. © How 
„ ſhall we ſing the Lord's Song in a ſtrange Land?“ 

Here the faithful Patriot turns, by a very natural 
Tranſition, from lamenting over his Country's Fate, to 
the ſtrongeſt Profeſſions of preſerving his Affection for 
ever :nviolable towards her: If I forget thee, O Je- 
« ru/alem, let my Right Hand forget her Cunning. 
« If I do not remember thee, let my Tongue cleave 
« to the Roof of my Mouth; if 1 prefer not Jeruſu- 
% lem above my chief Joy.“ 

Under the Incitement of ſo animating an Example, 

I ſhall offer a few Sentiments concerning that Virtue 
which produced this glorious Reſolution ; and after en- 
deavouring to explain the Nature and Obligation of Love 
to our Country, ſhall attempt to point out that Con- 
duct, which ſeems requiſite to teſtify the Sincerity of this 
Affedion. 
The Love of our Country is an inflexible Determi- 
nation of Mind to promote, by all juſtifiable means, the 
Happineſs of that Society of which we are Members ; 
to attend to it with a warm and active Zeal ; to neg- 
lect no Opportunity by which we may, without violating 
the great Law of univerſal Benevolence, advance her 
Honour and Intereſt; and generouſly to ſacrifice to 
this governing Principle all inferior Regards and leſs 
extenſive Claims of what Nature ſoever. 

This is that elevated Paſſion, of all others the moſt 
neceſſary as well as moſt becoming to Mankind; and 
yet, if we believe the common Complaints, of all hors 
the leaft viſible in the World. It lives, we are told, 


rather 
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rather in Deſcription than Reality, and is now repreſent” 
ed as an antiquated and forgotten Virtue. Wretched 
Picture of the human Race ! If this be a juſt Repreſen- 
tation, we are degenerate indeed, inſenſible to the beſt 
of all ſocial Duties, counter- acting the common Bond 
of Alliance with our Species, and checking the Source 
of our moſt refined Satisfactions. 

But though there may have been too much Occaſion 
given for theſe Complaints, yet it cannot be denied, that 
a remarkable Zeal has lately manifeſted itſelf in this 
Nation at a very critical and trying Conjuncture. It 
Indolence or Incredulity lulled the Infancy of the Re- 
bellion, our Attention was not long aſleep ; and we 
ſoon roſe up with Vigor to cruſh the deſtructive Viper. 
And now that the Alarm of approaching Danger has 
rouſed this Public Spirit, we ſhall not ſure content our- 
ſelves with a temporary Expedient, and imagine that 
this Start of Virtue, this firſt Effort of awakened Caution 
will anſwer our Country's demands: She will yet have 
cauſe to upbraid us, if we do not perſevere, till we 
arrive at a ſettled Principle of habitual Duty. To ac- 
complith this deſirable End, let us reflect upon the in- 
diſpenſible Obligations we lye under to love the Society 
of which we are Members. 

There is in the Souls of Men a certain attractive 
Power, which inſenſibly leads them to affociate, and con- 
cert the Plan of mutual Happineſs, If any thing be 
natural to us, it mult be that Paſſion which conduces 
to the Preſervation of the Species. But nothing fo 
manifeſtly contributes to that End, as this combining 
Principle of Fellowſhip ; which muſt thereſore be as 

certainly 
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certainly derived from Nature, as the Love we bear to 
our Oft-ſpring, or that which they have for each other. 
A Public is as it were one great Family ; we are all 
Children of one common Mother, our CounTxy : She 
gave us all our Birth, nurſed our tender Years, and ſup- 
ports our Manhood. In this Light therefore, our Re- 
cards for her ſeem as natural as the implanted Affection 
betwixt Parents and Children. It is then from the very 
Frame of Man, that the Senſe of a national Brotherhood 
| ariſes, and a Police is recognized by the Suffrage of 
unerring Nature. 

Whenever therefore this uniting Inſtinct is obſtructed 
in its Operations by the unequal Indulgence of private 
Aﬀection, the Ballance of the Paſſions is deſtroyed, and 
the kind Intention of the Creator no leſs imprudently 
than impiouſly perverted. 

I might here enlarge on the mutual Delights given 
and received in the ſocial Entertainments and Conver- 
ſation of a People connected together with the ſame 
Language, Cuſtoms and Inſtitutions, and from thence 
ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of an affectionate Attachment 
to the Community : But I chooſe to point out the Ob- 
ligations to this affociating Virtue, as they ariſe from 
higher and more intereſting Principles. 

The Miſeries of the State of Nature are ſo evident, 
that there is no Occaſion to diſplay them: Every Man 
is ſenſible that Violence, Rapine and Slaughter muſt be 
continually practiſed where no Reſtraints are provided 
to curb the Inordinancy of Self-Affection. To Society 
then we owe our Security from thoſe Miſeries ; and to 
a well-poized Government, ſuch. as Ours, we ſtand in- 


debted 
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debted for our Protection againſt thoſe, who would en- 
croach upon the equal ſhare of Liberty which belongs 
to all, or would moleſt Individuals in the Poſſeſſion 
of what is fairly appropriated. And what an unſpeak- 
able Satisfaction is it to be Fxxx, and to be able to call 
any thing Ox x's own! Freedom and Security diffuſe a 
Chearfulneſs over the moſt uncomfortable Regions, and 
give a Value to the moſt contemptible Poſſeſſions: 
Even a Morſel of Bread in the moſt frozen Climate 
would be more worth contending for, if Liberty crown- 
ed the Meal, than the nobleſt Poſſeſſions and greateſt 
Affluence under the mildeſt Skies, if held at the merci- 
leſs Will of a Civil or Religious Tyrant. And as ſuch an 
Happineſs is only to be eſtabliſhed by the Love of So- 
ciety; as all the Bleſſings we enjoy ſpring from this 
Source ; Gratitude calls upon us to cultivate a Princi- 
ple to which we owe ſuch tranſcendent Obligations. 

But the Obligation riſes upon us, when we conſider, 
that from Society is alſo derived a ſet of amiable Dutics, 
unknown to Men in a detached and unconnected State. 
It is from this Fountain that Hoſpitality, Gratitude, and 
Generoſity flow, with all the pleaſing Charities which 
adorn human Nature. For where have thoſe Virtucs 
their Theatre, where is their Scene of Action, or how 
can they exert themſelves, but in Society? Ic is there 
alone we have Opportunities of diſplaying the moral 
Charms, and of exhibiting the glorious Manifeſtation of 
Good-will to Mankind. On this account therefore So- 
ciety has an high demand for our affectionate Regard. 

But to be unmindful of the Public is not only an Ar- 
gument of an ungrateful, it is a Proof alſoof a diſhoneſt 
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juſt ; becauſe I take a ſhare of the Benefits o 
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Temper of Mind. God has aſſigned each of us our 
Station, and a Part which we are obliged to diſcharge 
in carrying on the great Work of ſocial Happineſs. It 
then I neglect the Part appointed me, I am uigh'y un- 

Society, 
and yet leave the Burthen to be borne by others ; and a 
greater Injuſtice can ſcarce be conceived. He who in- 


Jures Particulars is indeed an Offender ; but he who 


witholds from the Public the Service and Affection to 
which it is entitled, is a Criminal of a far higher De- 
gree; as he thereby robs a whole Body of People, and 
deprives the Community of her juſt Demand. If God 
has given to one Man a good Underſtanding, and he 
does not exert it for the general Advantage by Advice 
and Counſel; if to another, Riches, and he will not 
aſſiſt with his Liberality ; if to a poor Man, Strength, 
and he will not aid with his Labour; if in ſhort any be 
wanting in purſuing the Benevolent Principle, by di- 
recting his Talents to their proper Ends, he deſerves 
to be treated as a common Spoiler ; inaſmuch as he 
takes what properly belongs not to him, the Title of 
each Man's ſhare of the Benefits of Society ariſing only 
from that Proportion, which he himſelf has contri- 


buted. 


But if we could be ſo obdurate, as to ſteel our Hearts 
againſt the Dictates of Nature, the Will of Heaven, and 
the Calls of Gratitude and Juſtice ; yet there is another 
Conſideration, which if duly attended to, muſt move 
the moſt unſocial Breaſt. The Paſſion which I am re- 
commending, is no leſs our Intereſt than our Duty: 
And whenever we are indifferent to the Concerns of 

| | our 
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our Country, we are in Effect and by juſt Conſequence, 
indifferent to our own particular Advantage. 

Public Good is as it were a Common Bank, in which 
every Individual has his reſpective Share: And conſe- 
quently, whatever Damage That ſuſtains, the Individuals 
unavoidably partake of the Calamity. If Liberty be 
deſtroyed, no particular Member can eſcape the Chains : 
If the Credit of the aſſociated Body fink, His Fortune 
ſinks with it: If the Sons of Violence prevail and plun- 
der the public Stock, his Part cannot be reſcued from 
the Spoil ; and ſome real Share, be it more or leſs, all, 
even the Meaneſt, have in this national Fund, and a 
valuable one too ; though it were nothing but the loweſt 
Earnings of induſtrious Labour. If then we have a true 
Affection for OurstLves ; if we would reap the Fruits 
of our Induſtry, and enjoy our Properties in Security, 
we muſt ſtand firm to the Cauſe of Public Virtue. 
Otherwiſe, we had better return to the raw Herbage for 
our Food, and to the Inclemencies of the open Sky 
for our Covering ; go back to uncultivated Nature, 
where our Wants would be fewer, and our Appetites 
leſs. Such a Situation, notwithſtanding all its Inconve- 
niencies, is far preferable to a barbarous Government, 
and far more deſirable than the Lot of Slaves. 

We ſee then how cloſely the kind Creator has con- 
nected our Intereſt with our Duty, and made it each 
Man's Happineſs to contribute to the Welfare of all his 
Fellow-Citizens. 

But ſtill the more noble Motive to a generous Soul is 
that which ſprings from the unſelfiſh Appetite of diffuſ- 
ing the Joys of Life to all around him. There 1s n 
3 B | © 
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he thinks ſo deſireable as to be the Inſtrument of doing 
good; and the farther it is extended, the greater is his 
Delight, and the more glorious his Character. Benig- 
nity to Friends and Relations is but a narrow-ſpirited 
Quality compared with Tuts; and perhaps as frequently 
the Effect of Caprice or Pride, as of a Benevolent Tem- 
per. But when our flow of Good-will ſpreads itſelf to 
all the Society, and in them to diſtant Poſterity ; when 
Charity riſes into PusLic Seirit, and partial Affection 
is extended into general Benevolence, then it is that Man 
ſhines in the higheſt Luſtre, and is the trueſt Image of 
his Divine Maker. 

But notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid in favour 
of this Affection, laudable as it is, we are not however 
to forget, that it may be ſo conducted as to become a 
very criminal Paſſion. If any aſſociated Body appre- 
hending themſelves ſuperior to their Neighbour-States, 
ſhould for that Reaſon only invade their Rights, this 
would be to undermine the very Foundation of Society, 
and conſequently an unjuſtifiable Enterprize. Does 


true Patriotiſm inſpire ſuch a Conduct? Does the Love 


of our own Country teach us to aggrandize it at the 
Ruin of another ? Undoubtedly not. And if we think 
at all, we muſt allow ſuch Attemps utterly repugnant to 
the Fundamental Law of Univerſal Charity. Hard 
would be his Fate, who ſhould be commanded to ſuch 


a Service; and glorious the Triumph of his Soul, if he 


reſolved to decline it! In vain would he call in the Ex- 
ample of Antient Reme for his Encouragement; for after 


all the extravagant Encomiums beſtowed upon her 


Patriotiſm, we ſhall ſcarce he able to clear it from the 
Impu- 
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Imputation of flagrant Impiety. © Rome carly poſſeſſed 
ce with the high Fanaticiſm of Diſtinction and Empire,” 
declared War againſt Mankind ; and out of that feve- 
riſh Fondneſs for Dominion and Renown, laid deſolate 
all the known World. Their Poſſeſſions, their Habi- 
tations, their Paintings, their Sculptures, all their Riches 
were the Spoils of injured Nations. Thus they erected 
to themſelves an Empire as unweildy as it was unjuſt, 
on the Ruins of their Fellow-Creatures. What then are 
all their beautiful Le&ures and pompous Declama- 
tions on the Love of their Country? What their 
laboured Orations in Praiſe of Liberty? Indiſputable 
Proofs indeed of their Eloquence; but not ſo, of their 
Humanity. If the Language of Benevolence were to 
conſtitute the Character, you muſt allow it is due to 
theſe Romans: But if Actions are to aſcertain the Right, 
we ſhall find it a difficult Task to make good their 
Claim, though we were Maſters even of their own Elo- 
quence. Look into the City, and behold the Inhabi- 
tants; there you will find this celebrated Freedom 
ſpreading itſelf only amongſt particular Branches, and 
giving a few the Licence to tyrannize over an infinite 
Number of miſerable Slaves, rendered more wretched 
by having always before their Eyes a diſagreeable 
Subject of Compariſon. Look into the Provinces, and 
you behold Scenes of the utmoſt Barbarity and Hortor. 
Now and then, it is true, you ſee the Conquered enjoying 
a little Eaſe under a humane Governor : But in general, 
their Oppreſſions were intolerable, and their whole 
Adminiſtration no better than a courſe of Hoſtility and 
Plunder. Nay, in Countries where they were called in 
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to reſcue their Allies from the Invaſion of Enemies, it 
was their Practice to turn a temporary Deliverance 
into a permanent Tyranny. For theſe Reaſons it 
has been juſtly ſaid of them, that they made an Idol of 
Rome, and then with Sword in Hand commanded all 
Nations to fall down and worſhip the Image which 
they had ſet up. 
Is there then any Firtue in the frantic Patriotiſm of 
this ancient Nation, or in that of the modern One, who ſo 
cloſely copies after her ? Far from it. However illuſtrious 
the Titles they give themſelves ; they are ſtill in fact no 
better than public Robbers. If I am unjuſtly in- 
vaded, muſt it be called a Crime, when committed 
by Two or Three, and gain the Appellation of Heroiſim, 
when perpetrated by Thouſands ? But if the Mumber, 
and not the Yirtwe of the Enterprizers is to be the 
Standard of the Deciſion, who is able to aſcertain the 
Nice Point, where the Character of the Robber Ends, 
and the Hero Commences? In ſuch Caſes then the 
national Zeal is carried to a criminal Exceſs. Theſe Pa- 
triots go beyond our [/rae/ite: Not content © to 
prefer Jeruſalem above their chief Joy, they 
ſtretch the Preference above the chief Law of Na- 
ture, as well as that of Nations, and would make 
Juſtice, inflexible as ſhe is even to Weceſſity, bend to 
viſionary Renown and treacherous Policy. Such was 
once the Roman, and ſuch is now the Gallic Zeal for 
national Glory! They waſte and depopulate whole 
Countries, ſpread abroad the Fame of inhuman Actions, 
and then call it the Acquiſition of Glory. But O my 
« Soul, 


(49) 
« Soul, come not thou into their Secret! Unto their 
« Aſſembly, mine Honour, be not thou united!“ 

It is our Felicity that we are not Members of ſuch a 
Society. We live in a Nation which draws not the 
Sword for Conqueſt, but for Juſtice, not to introduce, 
but to prevent Slavery. The Liberty, we contend for, 
is not the Licence of a few to tyrannizeover Multitudes ; 
but an equal Freedom to All; ſo far as is conſiſtent with 
good Order, and the Peace af Government. 

Theſe are Circumſtances, which give a Sanction to 


Patriotiſm, and not only juſtify, but demand our moſt 


active Reſolutions to promote the Welfare of the State 
by all thoſe Methods, which become a People connect- 
<4 together by the Ties of Virtue. And what thoſe 
Methods are, I ſhall now attempt to ſhew. 

The Duty of our Governors I ſhall not preſume to 
delineate. For though to mark out the Path of Rec- 
titude, to ſuch as already purſue it, might poſſibly be 
looked upon as an implicit Commendation, rather than 
aſſuming to dictate; yet I chooſe to wave a Subject as 
much ſuperior to my Abilities, as it is foreign to my 
Function, 

Suppoſing them therefore acting upon honeſt Princi- 
ples, let us ſee what is the Buſineſs of thoſe who move 

in a lower Sphere. They who are not intruſted with 
the high Offices of State, have it in their Power never- 
theleſs to do great Service to the Public in their reſpec- 
tive Stations. Theſe are, like ſubordinate Artiſts, em- 
ployed in the Under-work of the State : The Governing 
Power is the Maſter-workman, whoſe Province it ts 
to put together the ſeveral Parts, that each may move 


in 
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in Harmony, and all be ſubſervient to the general 
Deſign. | 

The firſt Thing then required of the Subject is Al- 
legiance, the natural Return for Defence and Safety. 
And yet there are Numbers amongſt us, whoſe Religion 
teaches them to refuſe this common Teſt of Fidelity, and 
to acknowledge a Supremacy in a foreign Prince. Hence 
ariſes their Enmity to their Country; for it is not the 
bare Soil, but the Conſtitution which claims that Ho- 
nourable Appellation: Hence it is they become Cor- 
ruptors of Loyalty, Encouragers of Rebellion, and 
Abetters of an abjured Claim to the Throne, in Oppo- 
ſition to long Eſtabliſhments, the ſolemn Acts of the 
Legiſlature, and the general Conſent of the People. Can 
Charity herſelf then, withall her Latitude of candid Inter- 
pretation, entertain any favourable Sentiments of a Re- 
ligion, which eradicates the beſt and moſt lovely of all 
ſocial Duties, and counter- acts the moſt Virtuous Pro- 
penſity ? It is impoſſible. But whatever Tenderneſs 
ought to be indulged to them in their Religious, yet the 
Claim is not the ſame in their Civil Capacity. As to the 
Abſurdities and Errors of their Doctrines, the tolerant 
Spirit of the Britiſb Conſtitution cannot make them the 
Objects of Reſentment. It is not the Buſineſs of the 
Magiſtrate to over-awe Conſcience, and compel Men 
to a Profeſſion of Faith. But may he not, with the 
ſtricteſt Juſtice and Reaſon, demand an Acknowledge- 
ment of his Authority? May he not require ſome Secu- 
rity of their Obedience? And are not they, who refuſe 
to give it, treated with unparalled Lenity, if they live 1 
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the Guardianſhip of thoſe Laws, which in effect they de- 
clare to want the Sanction of a rightful Ache 7 
Allegiance and Protection are indiſputably reciprocal. 
He therefore, who will not give the Former, has cer- 
tainly no reaſonable Claim to the Latter. 

Another Teſtimony of national Affection is a generous 
and active Zeal in Support of the Conſtitution; eſpe- 
cially at a Time of imminent Danger and Diſtreſs. 
Parſimony at ſuch a Juncture is unthrifty Management, 
and may entail endleſs Expence and irretrievable Ruin 
on our Poſterity. In caſes of Exigence, it is provident 
Oeconomy to give up a Part, in order te preſerve the 
Reſt. If you ſhould exhauſt a confiderable ſhare of 
your Fortune; yet if the Conſtitution be preſerved, 
you may have Opportunities to draw in freſh Supplies : 
Or if not, ſtill while you maintain your Freedom, you 
maintain your Happineſs. But if for want of your 
Aſſiſtance, your Country ſhould be unable to withſtand 
the Efforts of your Enemies; then your Al muſt de- 
pend on the Mercy of a Conqueror ; who though he 
ſhould not exert the utmoſt of his Fury againſt the Con- 
quered, yet wretched would the Situation be, to have 
no other Security (and other Security we could not 
have) than his Fill! And That to a generous Mind 
would be inſupportable, however moderately exerted : 
For Tyranny “ does not conſiſt ſo much in the Stripes 
« which are given, as in the Power to inflict them.“ 
The Truth is; no Man, who deſerves to Rule, would 
accept of a Crown in Oppoſition to the Laws, and 
the general Senſe and Genius of a People : becauſe in 

ſuch a Caſe, they could only be his Slaves, not his 
| Subjects. 
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Subjects. For he only, whoſe Principles coincide with 
thoſe of the Nation, can make the People Subjects in 
the proper Senſe of the Word ; which implies a wil- 
ling Subjection to a Legal Authority, 

But ſhall Britons tamely yield to the ſervile Yoke, to 
which they have ever been unaccuſtomed ? Shall this 
Queen of Iflands, this Pride of Nations, this laſt Re- 
treat of perſecuted Liberty, fall the Prey at length to a 
Band of Fugitives ? Never ſurely can This happen, un- 
leſs « we have filled up the Meaſure of our Iniquities, 
and Providence blaſting all our Efforts ſhould have de- 
creed to give us a King in his Wrath.“ 

But ſuppoſe the Attempts of our Enemies, to intrude 
upon us a Tyrant, ſhould happily fail; yet muſt we 
not imagine that we have then nothing farther to fear. 
The fomenting of Rebellion amongſt us is but the Under- 
plot of the grand Deſign, the ſubordinate Scheme to 
help on the Plan of extended Conqueſt and Monopoly 
of Traffic. To draw off thoſe Forces which might give 
a Check to the French Progreſs'on the Continent, was 
judged an Operation that would facilitate the Attain- 
ment of their great Point, the gettting into their Hands, 
or under their Direction, thoſe Places and Ports, which 
are ſo friendly to our Commerce, and enable us to 
maintain that extenſive Trade, which is the Foundation 
of all our Glory and all our Wealth. This is what our 
Enemies are ſenſible of; and therefore their chief Point 
is to diſtreſs us there, where our Strength lies. If they 
ſucceed, our Ruin is irretrievable; and Britain will be 
no longer a free, happy, and trading Nation. 

Theſe 
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Theſe are great and alarming Conſiderations : The 
Evils threatened are mighty ; and the Danger immi- 
nent. The Queſtion in Diſpute is the moſt intereſting 
that can be conceived ; it is no leſs than whether we 
{ſhall be an Happy or a Miſerable People. If therefore 
we bear a true and cordial Affection for this our Coun- 
try, we ſhall be warm and active in her Cauſe : A 
Calm Concern is inconſiſtent with true Patriotiſm, which 
gives Ardor to the coldeſt Breaſt, and makes even Cowards 
Brave. 

And we have this farther Motive for inculcating 
public Zeal ; that in Proportion as our Attachment to 
the Intereſt of the V Hole increaſes, all inferior Regards 
muſt neceſſarily be diminiſhed. Then might we have 
the Pleaſure to ſee Faction retire, and the narrow 
Temper of Party changed into the diffuſive Spirit of 
general Benevolence. Thus would Unanimity at laſt 
be eſtabliſhed amongſt us: An Event ever to be wiſhed ; 
but more eſpecially at a Seaſon, when it is as neceſſary, 
as it is natural, to draw the Knor of Fellowſhip cloſer, 
and labour with mutual Sollicitude for mutual Safety, 
When Rome was under the Apprehenſion of a pow- 
erful Invaſion, ſhe inſtantly laid aſide her Civil Broils; 
and domeſtic Animoſity ſtood for a Time ſuſpended. 
In this Reſpect, ſhe is an Example worthy of Imitation. 
And Britons ſure have ſtronger Motives to unite in 
active Zeal, than that, or any other Nation could ever 
boaſt. By how much the more the Enjoyment of Li- 
berty hath been aſſerted, improved and eſtabliſhed a- 
mongſt us, ſo much the greater ought to be our Refo- 


lution to maintain it; and the more ſcandalous is our 
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Folly if we loſe it. In all Ages Britain hath been 
the Temple, as it were, of Liberty; whilſt her 
« ſacred Fires have been extinguiſhed in ſo many 
« Countries, here they have been religiouſly kept alive. 
« Here ſhe hath her Saints and Confeſſors, and a whole 
Army of Martyrs; and the Gates of Hell have not 
« hitherto prevailed againſt her, If then Liberty be 
« that delicious and wholeſome Fruit on which the 
« Britiſh Nation hath fed for Ages, and to which we 
* owe our Riches, our Strength, and all the Advan- 
tages we boaſt of, ſurely it is highly incumbent up- 
on us to cheriſh and cultivate ©* the Tree, which 
« bears that delicious Fruit, and will continue to bear 
« it, as long as we are careful to Fence it in, and 
« Trench it round againſt the Beaſts of the Field and 
Inſects of the Farth*.” It is then our Duty to be 
ever vigorous and ardent in the Support of ſuch a Com- 
munity; to reverence the Majeſty of the Conſtitution, 
and conform our Conduct to it; to cauſe all other In- 
clinations to bow to That; and That to bow to None: 
Jo make it, in ſhort, the conſtant Object of our warm- 
eſt Wiſhes, cloſeſt Attention, and higheſt Admiration, 
to prefer Feruſalem above our chief Joy.“ 

The next Duty which challenges the Patriot's Re- 
gard is that of Gratitude to our Sovereign Protector. 
And what Returns of Gratitude are not due to a Prince 
who adheres ſo inflexibly to that Syſtem by which we 
have agreed to be governed, and in Support of which 
we have been ſo prodigal of our Blood and Treaſure ? 
The Spirit as well as the Letter of the Britiſb Con- 
ſtitution 
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ſtitution is the ſole Rule of his Government. And 1 
may venture to affirm, without any Apprehenſion of 
being diſproved, that he has not in any one Inſtance 
ſtretched his Prerogative beyond the Limits preſcribed 
by thoſe Laws, which he is intruſted to preſerve. In 
the Conſciouſneſs therefore of irreproachable Integrity, 
this Prince may make the ſame Challenge, which a 
Judge of 1/-ael did, when atteſting the Probity of his 
Adminiſtration, and Uprightneſs of his judicial Conduct: 
« Behold, ſays he to the People, here I am! Witneſs 
« againſt me before the Lord. Whoſe Ox have I 
ce taken? Or whoſe Aſs have I taken ? Or whom have 
I defrauded ? Whom have I opprefſed ? Or of whom 
have received any Bribe to blind mine Eyes there- 
« with?“ 

And what Anſwer would it become us to make to 
ſuch an Appeal ? The courtly Incenſe of Adulation is here 
as unneceſſary as it would be a baſe Offering. The 
honeſt Subject will ſpeak no more than he feels, when 
he gives the ſame glorious Teſtimony to our Sovereign's 
Character, which the Jews did to that of their Go- 
vernor ; Thou haſt not defrauded us, nor oppreſſed 
« us; neither haſt thou taken aught at our Hands.“ 
And indeed, to do Juſtice to my Fellow-Subjects, they 
have in Effect already returned this Anſwer in that 
unexampled Zeal they have ſhewn in riſing up in his 
Defence. 

We ſhall give a farther Proof of our Patriotiſm, if 
out of a Senſe of the Obligations we lye under to thoſe 
on whom the Execution of the Royal Powers is dele- 


gated, we endeavour to ſtrengthen their Hands, oil 
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the Wheels of Government, and ſmooth the rugged 
Path of Adminiſtration. Whilſt they diſcharge their 
important Duties with Ability and Honour, they have 
a juſt demand to the Returns of grateful Acknowledg- 
ments, and are entitled to the warmeſt Applauſes of that 
People whom they have faithfully ſerved. And as it 
is incumbent upon us to pay this Tribute; ſo it is na- 
tural for them to expect it. Glory is the Reward of 
Honourable Toils; and Public Fame is the juſt Retri- 
bution for Public Service; the Love of which is ſo 
connected with Virtue, that it ſeems ſcarce poſſible to 
be poſſeſſed of the Latter, without ſome degree of the 
Former. Nor is this any ſort of Derogation to the Be- 
nevolence of the Character. A good Man feels a Plea- 
ſure from the Reputation he acquires by ſerving his 
Country, becauſe he loves it: But he does not love it 
merely for the Sake of that Pleaſure. The Paſſion did 
not ſpring from the Expectation of the Delight; but 
the Delight was the Conſequence of the Paſſion. 

Such Sentiments as theſe, it may be preſumed, have 
inſpired that Princely Commander, on whom the Eyes 
of the Nation are fixed, as the Vindicator of Liberty, 
and the Chaſtiſer of Treaſon. We rely upon bis Cou- 
rage and Capacity : And it is plain our Confidence is 
well-placed. Witneſs the Bloody Fields of Dettingen 
and Fontenoy, to which he has given, and where he 
himſelf has acquired an immortal Fame! Witneſs his 
quick Succeſs in ſtopping the Progreſs of Rebellion at 
Home ! No ſooner did he approach, but the Ravagers 
fled, as faſt as their Fears could carry them, into that 
Corner of the Iſland which gave them Birth. The Ra- 
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pidity of his March, and the Terror of his Name anti- 
cipated the Neceſſity of © ſhewing Strength with his 
« Arm,” and were ſufficient of themſelves, “ to ſcat- 
« ter the Proud in the Imagination of their Hearts.“ 
Early Honour to an elevated Soul ſtrongly impreſſed 
with the Love of the Public, inflames the Genius, and 
drives it on in the Purſuit of Virtue. Nor can we 
doubt but the Force of Example and Fellowſhip ot 
Danger will communicate the like Spirit to his Follow- 
ers, and raiſe them above the Low Conſideration of 
their own Safety. 

But after all theſe Duties are diſcharged, we muſt 
not reſt here; ſomething more is ſtill required at our 
Hands to give the finiſhing Teſtimony. 

It the Love of Britain is indeed the governing Prin- 
ciple of your Souls, you will give up every Inclination 
which is incompatible with it; nor will you cherith 
in your Breaſts any Rivals of the Favourite Paſſion. All 
the Train of darling Vices muſt therefore be brought 
forth, and offered up as Victims on the Altars of Liber- 
ty. You cannot be ſaid to © prefer Jeruſalem above 
„ your chief Joy, whilſt you foſter any Appetites 
which have a manifeſt Tendency to her Detriment. 
But what is ſo pernicious to the Common Weal as Vice? 
And what Vice, ſo much as Luxury? It is This which 
enfeebles the Body, corrupts the Mind, impoveriſhes 
the Fortune, and introduces every baneful Cauſe of 
Ruin. This it was which deſtroyed Imperial Rome, and 
aſſiſted Cz/ar to enſlave her Citizens. She had Strength 
enough left her to withſtand the Attacks of her Ene- 
mies : But thoſe, who ſeemed to wiſh her Proſperity, 
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had not Virtue enough to give up their Luxury to her 
Intereſt, Rome therefore fell a Sacrifice to the Vices of 
her Friends. Effects always correſpond to their Cauſes: 
It we purſue the ſame Courſe, we muſt expect the ſame 
Fate. 

This Conſideration is ſufficient ſure to rouze our 
Virtue, and make us abandon all intemperate Purtuits. 
Arts and Commerce may flouriſh, and the Conſump- 
tion of the Products be encouraged without abuſing 
them to the Prejudice of the Owners, or the Commu- 
nity to which we belong. But if out of a luxurious 
Vanity we conſume the Manufactures of our Enemies 
to the Detriment of our own Trade; if our Profuſion 
in extravagant Expences render us leſs able, or leſs 
willing to aſſiſt the Public, we violate the moſt Sacred 
of all ſocial Duties, and become flagrant Tranſgreſſors 
of the Will of our Creator. 

It was ſuch a Conduct as this which exaſperated God 
againſt the 1/raz/ires, when he ſent his Prophet to them 
with this folemn Denunciation ; © Woe unto them that 
« are at caſe in Zion; ye that put far away the Evil 
« Day, and cauſe the Seat of Violence to come near 


© That lye upon Beds of Ivory, and ftretch themſelves 


« upon their Couches ; eat the Lambs out of the Flock, 
« and Calves out of the midſt of the Stall ; that 
«© chant to the Sound of the Viol, and invent to them- 
“ ſelves Inſtruments of Muſic ; that drink Wine out 
„ of Bowls, and anoint themſelves with the chief Oint- 
ments; but are not grieved for the Afiifon of Jo- 
4 ſeph !] A beautiful and pathetic Deſcription of the 


Levity of the Hebrews ; who, at a Time of Public Diſ- 
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treſs, regarded only the Indulgence oſ voluptuous Ap- 
petites, but never felt one tender Sentiment for their 
bleeding Country, © were not grieved for the Affliction 
„ f gſeph.“ 7277 

Theſe Things were written for our Admonition, as 
well as the Jews ; and the Woe denounced is equally 
applicable to any other Nation in the like Circum- 
ftances. 

But theſe inordinate Gratifications are not only a 
Violation of the Laws of God, and pernicious to So- 
ciety, but at ſuch a Seaſon as this, they are alſo an Of- 
fence againſt common Senſe and Decency. When Pe- 
rils on all Sides ſurround us, and Calamity advances with 
a menacing Aſpect, is it not indecent, is it not irrati- 
onal in an high Degree, to give ourſelves up to thoſe 
ſenſual Delights, which enervate all our Faculties, and 
render us incapable of reſiſting the approaching Evils ? 
We boaſt of our undaunted Bravery, and talk in high 
Strains of the invincible Spirit of Britons; and yet 
are led from Day to Day the inglorious Captives of every 
pitiful Temptation ! We would have it believed, we think 
no Lot fo vile as that of Subjection to a deſpotic Lord; 
and yet we crouch under the moſt abje of all Servitude, 
the Servitude of weak and effeminate Paſſions. When 
our All is at Stake, and it is ſo peculiarly incumbent 
upon us to be Serious, what can be more abſurd, than 
to be perpetually courting ſuch gay Diverſions as diſ- 
fipate every ſober Thought? When the Accents of ſup- 
pliant Penitents are the only Sounds which befit our 
Situation, we call for ſprightly Strains to raiſe the Wan- 
tonneſs of Mixth, Whilſt our Native Country ſtill 
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ſtands in the utmoſt Need of our Liberality, we can, 
without a Bluſh, ſquander away immenſe Sums upon 
Foreigners, and barter at ſuch a Seaſon the Sinews of 
War for an effeminating Delicacy, which would ill be- 
come us even in Times of Peace, and is perhaps as un- 
ſuitable to our Genius and Climate, as it is inconſiſtent 
with the Care and Sollicitude which Danger awakens 
in the Patriot's Breaſt. While the Princely Leader of 
our Troops, foregoing his Eaſe and every Thought of 
Indulgence, ſubmits to the Severity of a Winter Cam- 
paign, and the Rigor of an inclement Sky, ſhall we be 
inebriated in Joy, and tread only the flowery Paths of 
Pleaſure ? Your Country now demands your whole Care 
and Concern ; and will you not give her one recollec- 
tive Hour? Is it poſſible we ſhould reje& her virtuous 
Sollicitations, and obey the Call a every deluding 
Syren ? Shall we act, when this political Infection is 
broke out amongſt us, as we are told the Athenians did 
when the famous Plague was waſting their City? 
They gave themſelves up, in the Time of that general 
Calamity, to the moſt unſeaſonable Diſſipations of Mirth, 
and exhorted one another to make the moſt of the 
remaining Period of Life; „Let us eat and drink, 
« for To-morrow we die.” 

How abſurd ſoever this kind of Conduct might be in 
Them, it is infinitely more ſo in Us. They were a t- 
tacked with a Diſtemper, which baffled all the Force 
of Medicine; and thence they became regardleſs. We 
are threatened with a Calamity, which we may repel ; 
and yet are as inattentive, as joyous and triumphant 
as if we had already conquered, and were reſtored to 
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abſolute Security. Such a Behaviour as this can hardly 
be reconciled with a friendly Anxiety for our Country's 
Welfare, and 1s utterly inconſiſtent with our preſent 
Situation. 4 
If then we would make our Actions correſpond to | 
our Profeſſions, we muſt reſolve to renounce our Lux- 
ury. Temperance and Patriotiſm go Hand in Hand, 
and adhere together by an inſeparable Connexion. And 
as there can be no real Virtue in that Breaſt, which is 
not ſuſceptible of the Love of the Public ; fo there can 
be no genuine Love. of the Public, where Virtue is 
wanting ; fince that is not only the trueſt Ornament, 
but the beſt Support of the Community. National 
Aﬀection therefore, if it be derived from a true Prin- 
ciple, muſt neceſſarily inſpire a Moral Conduct; muſt 
incline us to quit every baneful Vice; to contract the 
Circle even of what we call innocent Amuſements : And 
inſtead of looking out for daily. Parties of Pleaſure, it 
will prompt us rather to make a conftant Feſtival of 
Human Kindneſs, the mioft Delicious of all Entertain- 
ments to a generous Mind, and. à well- tutored Ap- 
petite. | 
If we behave thus ; MK; are we Patriots indeed ; 
then it 1s we ſupport our Conſtitution! It is thus we are 
to arm ourſelves againſt our Enemies; who, though 
they ſhould not dread our Swords, will certainly ſtand 
in awe of our Firtue. Whilſt we act in this Manner, 
our Profeſſions will not only meet with full Applauſe f 
from Men, but alſo the Approbation of God, when | 
with the pious Ardor of the Text we cry out, 1 
c Tf | 4 
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«© If I forget thee, O Jeruſalem, let my Right Hand 
; forget her Cunning. If I do not remember thee, 
« let my Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth, 
© if I prefer not Feruſalem above my chief Joy! 
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